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The	  current	  ecological	  crisis	  requires	  
that	  we	  transform	  our	  interna4onal	  
and	  domes4c	  legal	  systems	  to	  nurture	  
and	  not	  allow	  the	  destruc4on	  of	  the	  

Earth	  community.	  	  
	  











Rights	  of	  Nature	  is	  the	  recogni4on	  and	  
honoring	  that	  Nature	  has	  rights.	  It	  is	  
the	  recogni4on	  that	  our	  ecosystems-‐	  
including	  trees,	  oceans,	  animals,	  

mountain-‐	  have	  rights	  just	  as	  human	  
beings	  have	  rights.	  	  















	  
For	  Indigenous	  Peoples	  around	  the	  

world,	  recognizing	  rights	  of	  nature	  has	  
always	  been	  part	  and	  par4cle	  of	  their	  
worldview	  of	  living	  in	  harmony	  with	  

nature.	  	  









Rather	  than	  trea4ng	  nature	  as	  
property	  under	  the	  law,	  rights	  of	  

nature	  acknowledges	  that	  nature	  in	  all	  
its	  life	  forms	  has	  the	  right	  to	  exist,	  
persist,	  maintain	  and	  regenerate	  its	  

vital	  cycles.	  	  
	  











With	  Rights	  of	  Nature,	  we	  -‐the	  people-‐	  
have	  the	  legal	  authority	  and	  

responsibility	  to	  enforce	  the	  rights	  on	  
behalf	  of	  ecosystems.	  The	  ecosystem	  
itself	  can	  be	  named	  as	  the	  defendant.	  	  














